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Native Literature and National Revolution: The
Actual Concern Displayed by Li Genyuan’s
Collecting and Publishing of Ming Yunnan

Bureaucrats’ Works

Yang Xie

Institute of History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

This article uses the Diannan wumingchen yiji and Ming leishian
huerfeng yijihekan, the two classical works compiled and printed in the
early twentieth century in Yunnan by Li Gengyuan (1879-1965) to
examine how the biographies and works of eminent local scholar-officials
of the Ming dynasty could be used to promote national revolution, but from
a local perspective. A famous family loyal to the Ming dynasty since its
ancestors originally arrived in Yunnan, the Li clan was a member of the
local official elite. Genyuan was raised, however, under his father Damao’s
instruction to absorb revolutionary ideas by reading revolutionary
newspapers, which laid the foundation of his revolutionary career when he
was still a youth in Yunnan. Genyuan also grasped the basic knowledge of
local terrain under his father’s guidance, and followed the tradition of
compiling a local gazette. He successfully combined revolutionary ideas
and local images by collecting outstanding Yunnan official-scholars’
works in Ming history to call for national revolution in the 1910s when
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facing foreign invaders such as the French and English, and Genyuan
became a revolutionary leader. However, after the success of the revolution
Genyuan still dedicated himself to compiling local classics. He did not
adopt the political theories that had already become dominant in the early
twentieth century.

Keywords: Li Genyuan, Yunnan native, Ming officials, late Qing and
early Republic, national revolution



